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M. & C. Wong Bridge Grant

Description & Criteria: This grant is available to graduate and undergraduate students.  This is a $350 grant intended to support the cost of GRE test fees, GRE subject test fees as well as school application fees for RISE students. 

Number of grants: Four RISE@WIU grant are available. Priority will be given to one student from each department (Biological Sciences, Chemistry, Geology, and Physics). If a department does not have suitable applicants, the second, third and fourth best applications from any of the other RISE@WIU departments will be considered. Students enrolled in the Biology, Chemistry or Physics Master’s Degree Programs that are applying for Ph.D. school are strongly encouraged to apply.

Applicant requirements:

1. Declared major or MS graduate student in the departments of Biological Sciences, Chemistry, Geology or Physics.
2. GPA of 2.8 minimum (for undergraduate students) or MS graduate student in good academic standing.
3. Students should be enrolled in the RISE (Research Inspiring Student Excellence) program (contact Dr. Porras-Alfaro or your RISE department coordinator if you have questions about how to be part of RISE).

Student must submit (see application form below):

1. List of graduate program(s) to which the student has applied and potential advisor(s) (indicate if potential advisors have been contacted). 
2. Graduate statement.
3. Budget indicating cost of exams and applications.
4. Receipts if GREs were already taken.
5. Curriculum vitae.
6. Unofficial transcript.
7. One letter of recommendation.

Application documents (points 1 to 6) must be submitted as a single PDF file in an email to the department’s secretary (not individual files). The recommendation letter must also be submitted as an email attachment to the department’s secretary.

Terms: $350 to cover graduate school application costs including GRE test fees, GRE subject expenses or graduate school application fees. Funds will be available as a reimbursement only and the grants must be used within 6 months. For reimbursement, student must submit receipts and proof of application to at least one graduate program. Student can present receipts of expenses that were incurred up to 6 months previous to the call for this grant.  Student must submit a picture that will be used for the announcement of the grant, news releases, etc. Student must update the RISE coordinator if accepted into graduate school. 

Selection Process: Recipients will be selected by the Department Award and Scholarship Committee (or appropriate committee as established by each department). 

Deadline for Application: Deadline will be announced through a WIU email to students and faculty. Application must be submitted by email as a single PDF file to the respective department's secretary. The reference letter must be submitted directly by the advisor to the department’s secretary by email.  Funds will be available during the spring semester to cover expenses. 



Application Form: 
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RISE@WIU Bridge to Graduate School Grant

Must be submitted as a single PDF document including Curriculum Vitae and screenshot/scan of unofficial transcript (additional documentation can be included in this WORD document and then saved as PDF)

	Student’s name:
	Phone:

	Major(s):
	Email:

	Faculty Mentor:
	Department:



Graduate student __________  Undergraduate student ___________

If you are applying for more than one RISE grant/award, rank your requests in priority order:
______ Summer Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) program 
______ Diversity Undergraduate Grant
______ Research Undergraduate Grant
______ Professional Conference Travel Grant
______ Bridge to Graduate School Grant

1. Graduate Statement

2. List of Graduate Programs and Potential Advisor(s)

3. Budget:

	Item
	Cost ($)

	GRE
	

	GRE subject
	

	School application fee: Name of the school
	

	School application fee: Name of the school
	

	School application fee: Name of the school
	



4. Attach:

Curriculum Vitae
Unofficial Transcript
Receipts if GREs were already taken

5. Letter of Recommendation:
Letter of recommendation must be submitted by email to the department’s secretary. 
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