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ABSTRACT

Rural market depcpulation and neishtened coanectivity

in & central place network presage business and population
decline for towns founded to serve an agricultural market.
A three county study arvea in western [llinois was selected
on the basis of rursl service orientation and distance from
lar~e urban centers. Town population trends were exsmlned
te determine conceomitant vrban population and rural market
declines. Descite obvicus losses in businesses in many
amall towns, most had experienced pooulation trend reversals
and had been able to retain populations equal to or above a
1330 population nadir.

Heightened network connectivity, offered by paved

<
roads, was chronologlically colineldent with pooulation trend
reversals. The concept oif a functional change from service
to dormitory roles was investigated ac a partial explanation
of the anomalous situation where towns exhlplited population
levels above those indicated by their service roles alorne.

Recression analysis (based on population and sales
tex) was used to differentiate dormitory and service towns.
Fleld investigations of the employment structure of small
towns tended to confirm the statiatical classitications.

The asuthor concluded that small towns, located withln
a ten mile radius of much larger service towns, have begun
to assume dormitory characteristics enapling them to retain
populations greater than could be expected from the trade

service function postulated by classic central place

theo}y.




