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 Abstract

" The purpou of this vesearch was to datermine aadnp the iﬂthl
aistributicn of active and imactive clay wining operations within "
uebe;w.h cmty. numn to assess the economic iwmportance of the
activity, past snd present; to determine the degres of spatial and funce
t{ooal interrelationship between the clay mining oparations hud the ¢laye
products industry of the county} and to lavestigate the lnfluenca of clay
mining upon the eultursal landscape.

Clay has boen mined and utilized since shortly after white
settlers moved into the atudy avea., Common brick amd drain tile have
been made largely from P!.»-um-ai loess and till., These clay materisls
arve ubiquitous in the study srea and have been mined in widely separated

parts of the county. Mines which excavated Pennsylvanisn clays and

shales used in the production of pottery, sewer pipe and other ware were
not similarly distributed but were located mear the Lamoine River, and
were especially numerous aear Colchester. '

There are also significant differences in the spatial patterns of
clay products manufacturers vis~a~vis clay mines. A strong areal
association existed between Pleistocens clay opevations and factories
which produced common brick and tile, A different pattern was found to
exist for the Pennsylvanian clay and shale producers and the po:urioi
and sewer pipe producers,

The economic impact of clay mining has changed radically over the
years. Clay mining was once of greater economic importance than it is

today in terms of volume and value of clay produced, mine employment,

and employment at clay-products plants.




Much of the clay mined im the study area has been utilized by
clay-products plants of the county. However, considerable quantities of
clay have been shipped out of the study area, especially to Monmouth,
Galesburg and Peoria, Illinois,.

Other activities such as agriculture and transportation have left
a greater impression upon the landscape than has clay mining; neverthe-

less, over the years, the mining has contributed such features as rail

spurs, build;ngs_and'pi;af S &




