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wonsine Ahe purpose of- this sbudy. !QQ#”M” Ahe funce~

Bions, of-enall communities: dn, west: central TAlinols, . Thvee
nypotheses were developed: (1) that the proportion of
locsl employment ie positively related to businesg diver-
sity, (2) that the proportion of local employment is
positively assoolated with business magnitude, and (3)
that the proportion of commuters is positively correlated
with recent population change.

Py field work, the employment locatlons of the
village household heads were determined. 8ales tax data

provided information about the magnitudes of the various

types of business done in each of the villages,

Maps were employed to analyze the patterns the
statistical variables demonstrated. Gorrelation was
utilized to test for interrelations among phenomens and
cluster analysie was employed to group villages to deter-
mine other influential variables on total village strue~
ture., Through these techniques, it was learned that the
proportion of local employment was not related to either
business magnitude or diversity, thereby invalidating the
first two hypotheses, By correlating the business complex
and population change data, the hypothesls that population

9hango and the business structure were related was partially
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confirmed, This study also showed that these small villages
in west central Illinols funotien'prlmrny to provide
housing and services for the village populations and to
only &gmall extent as service centers for tributary areas.
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