
2021 Award Winners (published in 2020) 
 
 
 

Robert F. Sibert Award 
 

Title: Honeybee: The Busy Life of Apis Mellifera 
Author: Candace Fleming 
 
Theodor Seuss Geisel Award 
 
Title: See the Cat: Three Stories About a Dog 
Author: David LaRochelle 

 
 
 

2021 Honor Books 
Orbis Pictus Honor 
Title: If You Take Away the Otter 
Author:  Susannah Buhrman-Deever 
 
Title: Honeybee: The Busy Life of Apis Mellifera 
Author:  Candace Fleming 
 
Title: All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue 
Author:  Christina Soontornvat 
 
Newbery Honor 
 

Title: All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys’ Soccer Team 
Author: Christina Soontornvat 
 
Newbery Honor 
 
Title: BOX: Henry Brown Mails Himself to Freedom 
Author: Carole Boston Weatherford 
 
Robert F. Sibert Honor 
 
Title: All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys’ Soccer Team 
Author: Christina Soontornvat 
 
 
  



2021 ALA Notable Children’s Book 
 

Younger Readers 
 
Title: The Camping Trip 
Author: Jennifer Mann 
Publisher: Candlewick 
 
Title: Evelyn Del Rey is Moving Away 
Author: Meg Medina 
Illustrator: Sonia Sanchez 
Publisher: Candlewick 
 
Title: Honeybee 
Author: Candace Fleming 
Illustrator: Eric Rohmann 
Publisher: Neal Porter Books 
 
Title: If You Take Away the Otter 
Author: Susannah Buhrman-Deever 
Illustrator: Matthew Trueman 
Publisher: Candlewick 
 
Title: Julian at the Wedding 
Author: Jessica Love 
Illustrator: by author 
Publisher: Candlewick 
 
Title: Overground Railroad 
Author: Lesa Cline-Ransome 
Illustrator: James Ransome 
Publisher: Holiday House 
 

Title: A Polar Bear in the Snow 
Author: Mac Barnett 
Illustrator: Shawn Harris 
Publisher:  Candlewick 
 
Title: See the Cat: Three stories 
Author: David LaRochelle 
Illustrator: Mike Wohnoutka 
Publisher:  Candlewick 
 
 
Older Readers 
 
Title: All Thirteen: The Incredible 
Cave 
Author: Christina Soontornvat 
Illustrator:  
Publisher: Candlewick 
 
 
All Ages 
 
Title: BOX: Henry Brown Mails 
Himself to Freedom 
Author: Carole Boston Weatherford 
Illustrator: Michele Wood 
Publisher: Candlewick 
 
 
  



Outstanding Science 
Trade Books for 

Students K-12, 2021 
 
 
Title: Bones: An Inside Look at the 
Animal Kingdom 
Author: Jules Howard 
Publisher: Candlewick/Big Picture  
 
Title: Dinosaur Lady: The Daring 
Discoveries of Mary Anning, the First 
Paleontologist 
Author: Linda Skeers 
Publisher: Sourcebooks 
 
Title: Grow: Secrets of Our DNA 
Author: Nicola Davies  
Publisher: Candlewick 
 
Title: If You Take Away the Otter 
Author: Susannah Buhrman-Deever  
Publisher: Candlewick 
 
 
 

NSTA Best STEM Books, 
2020 

 
 
 
Title: A Dream of Flight: Alberto 
antos-Dumont’s Race Around the 
Eiffel Tower 
Author: Rob Polivka 
Publisher: Farrar 
 
Title: The Electric War: Edison, 
Tesla, Westinghouse and the race to 
light the world 
Author: Mike Winchell 
Publisher: Henry Holt 
 
Title: Elon Musk: A mission to save 
the world 
Author: Anna Crowley Redding 
Publisher: Feiwel & Friends 
 
Title: Samuel Morse, That’s Who! 
The story of the telegraph and morse 
code 
Author: Tracy Nelson Maurer 
Publisher: Henry Holt 
 
Title: Save the Crash-test Dummies 
Author: Jennifer Swanson 
Publisher: Peachtree 
 
Title: Secret Engineer: How Emily 
Roebling built the Brooklyn Bridge 
Author: Rachel Dougherty 
Publisher: Roaring Book 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



NCSS Notable Social Studies Trade 
Books, 2020 

 
Title: The Astronaut Who Painted The 
Moon 
Author:  Dean Robbins 
Publisher: Scholastic 
 
Title: Carter Reads the Newspaper 
Author:  Deborah Hopkinson 
Publisher: Peachtree Publishing 
 
Title: Fault Lines in the Constitution 
(Revised Edition) 
Author:  Cynthia Levinson 
Publisher: Peachtree Publishing 
 
Title: The Other Side: Stories of Central 
American Teen Refugees Who Dream of 
Crossing The Border 
Author:  Juan Pablo Villalobos 
Publisher: Macmillan Children’s 
 
Title: Under The Broken Sky 
Author:  Mariko Nagai 
Publisher: Henry Holt and Co. 
 
Title: Allies 
Author:  Alan Gratz 
Publisher: Scholastic 
 
Title: Home is A Window 
Author:  Stephanie Parsley Ledyard 
Publisher: Holiday House 
 
Title: Anthem (The Sixties Trilogy #3)  
Author:  Deborah Wiles 
Publisher: Scholastic 
 
Title: Between Us and Abuela: A Family 
Story From The Border 
Author:  Mitali Perkins 
Publisher: Farrar, Straus and Giroux 
 
Title: Bringing Down A President: The 
Watergate Scandal 
Author:  Andrea Balis 
Publisher: Roaring Book Press 
 

Title: Dreams From Many Rivers: A 
Hispanic History of the United States 
Told in Poems 
Author:  Margarita Engle 
Publisher: Henry Holt and Co. 
 
Title: Fry Bread: A Native American 
Family Story 
Author:  Kevin Noble Maillaard 
Publisher: Roaring Book Press 
 
Title: A Place to Land: Martin Luther 
King Jr. and the Speech That Inspired 
A Nation 
Author:  Barry Wittenstein 
Publisher: Holiday House 
 
Title: Who Did It First? 50 Scientists, 
Artists, and Mathematicians Who 
Revolutionized The World 
Author:  Julie Leung 
Publisher: Henry Holt and Co. 
 
Title: Going Down Home With Daddy 
Author:  Kelly Starling Lyons 
Publisher: Peachtree Publishing 
 
Title: Her Own Two Feet: A Rwandan 
Girl’s Brave Fight To Walk 
Author:  Meredith Davis 
Publisher: Scholastic Focus 
 
Title: Love and the Rocking Chair 
Author:  Leo and Diane Dillon 
Publisher: Scholastic 
 
Title: My Fate According to the 
Butterfly 
Author:  Gail Villanueva 
Publisher: Scholastic 
 
Title: Secret Soldiers 
Author:  Keely Hutton 
Publisher: Farrar, Straus and Giroux 
 
Title: Among the Fallen 
Author:  Virginia Frances Schwartz 
Publisher: Holiday House 
 



Title: Girl Under A Red Moon: Growing 
Up During China’s Cultural Revolution 
Author:  Da Chen 
Publisher: Scholastic Focus 
 
Title: Our Castle By The Sea 
Author:  Lucy Strange 
Publisher: Scholastic 
 
Title: Away with Words: The Daring Story 
of Isabella Bird 
Author:  Lori Mortensen 
Publisher: Peachtree Publishing 
 
Title: Brave Ballerina: The Story of Janet 
Collins 
Author:  Michelle Meadows 
Publisher: Henry Holt and Co. 
 
Title: Wild Horse Annie: Friend of the 
Mustangs 
Author:  Tracey Fern 
Publisher: Farrar, Straus and Giroux 
 
 
 
 

YALSA Best Fiction For Young 
Adults, 2021 

 
 
Title: All-American Muslim Girl 
Author: Nadine Jolie Courtney 
Publisher: FSG 
 
Title: Blood Moon 
Author: Lucy Cuthew 
Publisher: Walker/Candlewick 
 
Title: Light It Up 
Author: Kekla Magoon 
Publisher: Henry Holt 
 
Title: The Snow Fell Three Graves 
Deep 
Author: Allan Wolf 
Publisher: Candlewick 
 
 


